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of Cape Ann at different periods ; some interesting statistics in regard 
to the fishing business ; and a few other documents. Beside the map 
already referred to, the volume is illustrated by lithographs of the for- 
mer meeting-house of the First Parish, and of Gloucester harbor as it 
appeared in 1837, and by a few woodcuts, including a view of the old- 
est house on the Cape. We ought to add that the volume has a very- 
good Table of Contents and an Index, and that its typographical ap- 
pearance deserves much praise. 

Mr. Babson, as we have remarked, has gathered up and preserved 
much curious and interesting information in respect to every period in 
the annals of Gloucester ; and we presume that his volume omits few 
matters of local interest. In two or three instances, however, he would 
have materially enhanced the worth of his labors if he had been some- 
what more minute and exhaustive in his statements. Thus in his val- 
uable chapter on the early settlers and their families there is a much 
greater paucity of both names and dates than we should have antici- 
pated ; and we should have been glad to find a fuller account of the 
early struggles of the Gloucester Federalists and Democrats, since 
Essex County was the field of many important political movements, 
and nowhere did party spirit run higher than it did at Gloucester. 
With the qualification implied in this remark, we are inclined to bestow 
high praise on Mr. Babson's labors, and to include his volume among 
the most interesting and useful contributions to this department of his- 
torical research. 



10. — History of the United States from the Discovery of the American 
Continent. By George Bancroft. Vol. VIII. Boston: Little, 
Brown, & Co. 1860. pp. 475. 

This is the second volume of the History of the Revolution ; and 
eminent as was Mr. Bancroft's success in the six volumes of ante-Revo- 
lutionary history, the two of the new series which have appeared will, 
we think, effect more than the preceding for his permanent reputation. 
His style is more nearly level with his subject than before ; and this for 
two reasons, — in part because he is less vehement and declamatory 
than formerly, and in part because the successive scenes of the Revolu- 
tionary drama, rising as they do into epic grandeur, demand in him who 
would worthily portray them a patriot's fervor and a poet's fire. Mr. 
Bancroft's narrative has much of the vividness of a contemporary 
sketch. He has not only consulted authorities, but has thrown his own 
imagination back into the heart of the last century, and has passed in 
thought through the varied and startling experiences of a generation 
now almost extinct. 
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Strangely enough, the period to which these volumes relate is likely 
to be regarded as the mythical age of American history. The sages 
and heroes of that era enjoyed an apotheosis while they were yet living, 
and it is only a posterity divided from them by one or two generations 
that has been willing even to read the evidence that they were subject 
to human passions and infirmities. But the discovery, once opened, is 
pursued with unresting pertinacity ; characters, till of late too sacred 
for criticism, are thoroughly sifted ; and the tendency now is to under- 
value the individual leaders of our national infancy in a degree fully 
equal to that in which they have been overestimated. In view of a 
recent attempt to prove General Putnam a coward, we hardly know 
what name can be pronounced safe from the iconoclasts. With their 
spirit Mr. Bancroft has no sympathy. Yet his narrative is, throughout, 
discriminating, and, without descending to the minutiae which are mere 
gossip, though in the guise of history, he describes the men of that age 
as the preponderant testimony of unimpeachable witnessess represents 
them, — not as demigods, but as, for the most part, true-hearted, self- 
sacrificing men, who were made instruments for higher ends than they 
perceived at the outset, and were led by a providence not their own far 
beyond their intended terminus. Among the most striking portions of 
this volume are the characters of John Adams and Thomas Jefferson, — 
Adams with the strong lights and half-illuminated shadows, the sterling 
virtues and the foibles, hardly faults, which, slight as they were, seemed 
ineradicable, — Jefferson, as he begins to appear only to the men of this 
generation, opinionated indeed, but magnanimously honest and disinter- 
ested, not a partisan in any selfish or illiberal sense of the word, but a 
theorist who sincerely identified his own speculations with the welfare 
of his country and his race. There are, of course, in this last volume, 
several subjects still open to controversy ; but on these Mr. Bancroft 
has shown no personal bias, nor has he in a single instance passed over 
from his ground as an historian to that of an advocate. Indeed, as he 
approaches the period when his judicial impartiality was most liable to 
be lost sight of, he seems to be more than ever on his guard against 
the prejudices of clique, section, and party. 



11. — A Church History of the first Three Centuries, from the Thirtieth 
to the Three Hundred and Twenty-Third Year of the Christian Era. 
By Milo Mahan, D. D., S. Mark's-in-the-Bowery Professor of 
Ecclesiastical History in the General Theological Assembly, New 
York. New York : Daniel Dana, Jr. 1860. 12mo. pp. 428. 

Dr. Mahan has here given us an excellent compend of early eccle- 
siastical history. He professes no originality of research ; but has 



